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INJTHKCLAIMS: 



Please amend Claims 1, 7, 16, 25 and 35 and cat,cd chd.n. 3, 10, 15 and 19 us follows. Tho remaining 
claims arc reiterated below for the convenience of the iixamincr. 

1 . (Amended) A control composition for ji co;iaulation test, comprising: 
(a) Clasn^iurg^rogalahie particles ear>aWi><>f .aee«5eatioft4H-p}ti«rafl; and 
(b calcium ionss-aadi 

(c) hemoglobin, 

2. (Original) The control composilion of olaiiu 1, fuither comprising at Icnst one optical 
contrast enhancer, 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Original) The control composition of claim 1, wherein said panicles comprise polymoric 
beads having charged fianctional groups on surfaces ihcrcof. 

5. (Amended) The control composition of claim I, wherein said calcium iuns souree 
comprises a calcium halidc. 

6. (Orifiinal) The control compa.sition oi chim 1, furLhcr comprising plasma. 

7. (Amended) A control composiHon for a cunmilation test, comprisine: 

(a) Elastna^rcgatahle particles eepjiblcofiiggfegatbfm-plasma; 

(b) a sol ution of calcium ions; m\A 
plasmaTiund 

hemoglobin, 

8. (Orieinal) llic control composition of cbim 7, wherein snid solution of calcium iuis 
further comprises an optical contrast enhancer. 
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9. (Original) The control composition of claim 7, wherein said solutiou of calcium ions 
ftirthcr comprises a dissolved dye. 

10. (Cancelled) 

1 1. (Original) The control composiiii,n of claim 7, wherein said particles are siispcnilcd in a 
solution comprising an »ntifi-ccze. 

12. (Original) The control composition oft: Inina 7, wherein said particles comprise polymeric 
beads having charged functional groups on surfaces tliCircof. 

13. (Original) Tho control composition of claim 12, wherein snid polymeric beads comprise 
polystyrene, and said charged fianctionol groups comprise carboxylatc groups. 

14. (Original) The control composition of cluim 12, wherein said polymciic hciuls contain a 

dye. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Amended) A control composition for a coagulation test, comprisiiig: 

(a) a_su^sEensioiLp£j)olymeric beads having charged funciional groups on surfaces of said 

beads; 

(b) a solution of calcium ions; and 

(c) citrated plasma r: and 
td ) hemog lobin. 

17. (Original) The control composillon of claim 16, wherein said .solution of wilcium ioas 
includes an optical contrast enhancer. 

18. (Original) The control composition of efmin 16, wherein said solution of calcium ions 
coraprisas n calcium halidc solution. 
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19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Original) The conlrol composition of claim 16, wherein iiaid polymeric beads comprise 
polystyrene, 

21. (Original) The control composition of claim 16, wherein said charged fiincliimal yixaips 
comprise carboxylato groups. 

22. (Original) The control composition of claim 16, wherein said polymeric beads contain a 

dye. 



23. (Original) The control composilion of claim 16, wherein said suspounion ol' jH)lymcric 
bciuls further comprises an antifreeze. 

24» (Original) The control composition of claitn 16, wherein .s;ud sokilion of calcium ion 
further compri<ics a dissolved dye. 

25. (Amended) A method for evaluatiny a c:o;igulation lest, comprisin*?: 

(a) providing a composition inckuiing culcium ions and iilmm aixjj:r ej.j[at ablc purtioles 
eapablee f ngercga tfn g In plasm a; 

(b) combining said calcium ions and s:iid particles with plasma to form a control 
compositioji; and 

(c) introducing said control composition und- sai^i^sma to wsaid coagulal ion test. 

26. (Original) Th(? method of claim 25, furlher comprising monitoring wagulalion of said 
conlrol compojiilion. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26, further comprising determining a CiVtgnlation time for 
said control composition. 
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28, (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising determining a rclalionship 
between said coagulation time of $aid control composition aiui a coagulation time of whole blood 
associated with said plasma in said control composition. 

29. (Original) The method of chmx 2ii, AirHicr comprising determining a relationship 
between said coagulation time for said control corrijuoiiiiion, and a coagulation lime usiny a reference 
test 



30. (Original) The method of claim 29, further comprising detennining a calibration curve 
for said coagulation test. 

31. (Original) The method of claim 25, wherein said c-oagulatioji test comprise-? a 
prothrombin lime test 

32. (Original) The method of claim 25, w herein said providing said composition comprises; 

(a) providing a suspension of said paH ichs; 

(b) providing a solution of said calchun loj^s; and 

(c) combining said suspension of salt! particles and said solution of said calcium ions. 

33. (Original) The method of claim 32, ^vhcroin said particle^s coinprisc iX)lymcric beads 
having charged functional groups on surfaces thcrcoi; 

34. (Original) llic method of claim 25, wherein providing said composition comprises 
including at least one optical contrast enhancer jji syid composition. 

35. (Amended) A method for evaluating a coagulation lest, comprising; 

(a) providing plasma a^gr cg atable p ailidos t-di^ ablc of t igg regitfirtg4nyla.sma; 

(b) providing a solution of oaloium ions; 

(e) combining said particles and said sohition of said calcium ions; 

(d) adding citratcd plasma to said combined said particles and said solution of said calcium 
ions; and 
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(c) introducing said combined ciliatal plc^sixia, snid pmtidcs, ami said solution of said 
calcium ions to a coagulation test. 

36. (Original) The method of claim 35, lurlhcr comprising monitoring coagulation of said 
combined citratcd plasma, said particles, and said KtJlutitm of said calcium ions. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36, llaihcr comprising dctcnnining a coagulation time for 
said combined citraled plasma, said particles, and said solnlion of said calcium ions, 

38. (Original) The method of claiia 37, iurthcr comprising determining a rclalionj>hip 
bclwccn said coagulation time of said combined ciliated plasma, said particles, and said solution of j^aid 
calcium ions, and a amgulation time of whole blood associated wilh said plasma in ^i\k\ coulrol 
composition. 

39. (Original) The method of claim 38, further comprising determining a fclalion.ihip 
between said coagulation time for said combinc<I citratcd plasma, said particles, and said solution of .said 
calcium ions, and a coagulation lime using a rcfcrci ixX* lest- 

40. (Original) The method of claim 2% fifrlhcr comprising determining a ciilibrntion curve 
for said coagulation test, 

41. (Original) The method of claim 35, v/hcrcin said tiolutiou of said calcium ions comprises 
an aggregation enhancer. 

42. (Original) The method of claim 41, wJicrcin said aggregation enhancer comprises 
hemoglobin. 

43. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein said particles comprise polymeric beads with 
charged functional groups on surfaces thci-cof. 

44. (Original) The method of claim 35, wherein said solution of said calcium ions comprises 
a calcium halidc solution* 
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45. (Original) The method of claijii 3.S, wJicrcin said providuig said particles compiiscs 
suspending said particles in an antifreeze. 

46. (Original) The method of claim .^5, wherein said coagulalion tost comprises a 
prothrombin time tost. 

47. (Withdrawn) A coagulation test ovaksfiticin device comprising: 

(a) a container with first and second ctompannicnts; 

(b) particles capable of aggregating in jjliisma located within said fif.sl coinparlnient; and 

(c) a solution of calcium ions loealcti within said second compartment; 

(d) said container configured to allow said particles and said solution of Sdid calcium ions to 
bo combined together in said container. 

48. (Withdrawn) The coagulation test cvahmlion device of claim 47, whcicin said container 
is configured to allow a citratcd plasma sample to he transfciTcd into said container jtnd wdded to said 
combined said suspension of said particles and said solution of said calcium jonis. 

49. (Withdrawn) The coagulation tost evaluation device of claim 47, wherein saitl conta: ner 
further comprises a third compartment and a saniplc of citratcd blood plasma located in said lliinl 
compartment, said container being configured to allow (iiiid suspension of said piu liclcs, said soluliort of 
said calcium ions, and said sample of citraled blood plrisuia to be combijicd togctlicr in said container. 

50. (Withdrawn) The coagulation test c\ aln:»tion device of claim 47, wherein .said llrst and 
second compartments comprise frangible hollow bc<;dN, 

5 1 . (Withdrawn) A kit for calibration of t: coagulation test, comprising: 

(a) particles capable of aggregating in plisina; 

(b) a solution of calcium ions; and 

(c) a sample of dtrated plasma. 
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52. (Withdrawn) The kit of claim 51, Ivrlhcr comprising printed insfruclions for a^mbining 
said suspension of said particles, said solution of siiid calcium ions, and said sample oK said citntcd 
blood plasTTia, introducing said combined said suspiuKsion of said panicles, said .s-oliitioii of'snid calcium 
ions, and said cilrated blood sample, to said coagiiliilion test, delcnnining a calibnilion cui vc for said 
coagulation test, and calibrating said coagulation tt st. 

53. (Withdrawn) The kit of claim 5}, furllior comprising a container with first and second 
compartments, said suspension of said particles localcd in said first compartment, and said .solution of 
said calcium ions located in said second comujrtmcnt, .said container configured to allow said 
suspension of said particles and said solution of xsaid calcium ions to be combined in said container. 

54. (Withdrawn) The kit of claim 51 , fin thtir comprising al least one coagulation test strip. 
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